
   

May 15 - June 15, 2021  
  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 
 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 
 caring for one another through all of life 

 

DUE TO PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS 
  

OUR OFFICE IS ONLY OPEN VIA APPOINTMENT 

  

   Please contact the Office via phone or email.  

  
   Office: 989-835-6731 

   
   Email: Office@midlandfbc.com 

    
  Someone from our office will get back to you. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
Rev. Lara Escoffre 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
and her husband, 
Laurent, have three 
children: Lola, Chloe and 
Devin. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER PARTNERS 
  

For those that Grieve: the family of Mikey (Marci Roger’s friend), the family 
of Deb (Pat McCourt extended family), sister-in-law, those that loved Bruce 
Rogers, the family of Karolea Streeter 
  

For the health needs of many of our church family: John Holmes 
(arthritis/surgery), Pat McCourt (recovery, strength, healing, numbness, peaceful 
rest), Isabelle Mellon (wedding/pregnancy), Anne Poindexter (strength to 
maintain home), Elaine Poindexter (recovery), Nicole Richards, Tansley Rogers, 
Marcia Williams (migraines) 
  

And the needs of loved ones: Kathy Boucher (Karen's mom - diabetic/broken 
foot), Brie & Bekah (life decisions/living arrangements), Marlene (Angela 
Bushell's grandmother-strokes/ recovery/ dementia), Charlotte (7yr-old/leukemia), 
Cole Crosby (Noneman grandbaby/health complications/testing), Erika (friend of 
Marci Rogers-Covid), Tonya Gillespie (struggle w/addiction – visits w/son), 
Hunter Grove (nephew of Ruth Pangborn-aggressive cancer/surgery), Kevin 
Cuthbertson (cancer/surgery/chemo), Kristy (Jim Kent's daughter-brain 
aneurism), Michelle (cancer), Ben & Nancy Page (eye recovery/road test and 
cognitive issues), Julia Page (healing/upcoming surgeries of elbow), Reta (Ben 
Schultz’ mom (cancer-no treatment), Tom (L. Schultz’ grandpa dialysis not 
working),  Shirley (Marcia's sister-parkinsons), Trishyan (rare heart complications 
due to Covid vaccine), Zack (Marci Roger’s friend’s son-rare skin disease) 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer: Please 
contact the church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: 
office@midlandfbc.com. 
 
  

 
Dear First Baptist Family: 
  

Thank you for your faithfulness in serving your community through offering Christ to 
all. This has been a challenging year, yet you have carried on the best you could. 
Thank you for your faithfulness in backing our Wycliffe ministry of Bible Translation 
as well! As we work -virtually- on consulting, training, meeting, mentoring, editing, 
studying - we are encouraged daily to think of our partners like you who make it 
possible for us to keep working. May God continue to bless and expand your work 
for Him. 
  

In His Love, Helga & Chaz Mortensen 

 
 
 



  

LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  

My husband Laurent loves to tell people, “If I ever go missing, investigate Lara; 
she really likes those real crime shows.” It is true, I love to listen and watch 
shows about homicides, missing persons, and serial killers. 
 

I know that not everyone considers this genre of program “entertainment,” but it 
truly is less malevolent than Laurent makes it seem! I am just fascinated with 
the “Why?” Perhaps it is naivety, but I do not understand what could make one 
human think so little of another. It is the quest for the answer that draws me to 
the real crime “world.” 
 

I know I quote N.T. Wright a lot, but I have really been drawn to his work lately. 
I imagine it is that same quest for “why” that first drew me to the scholarly work 
of N.T. Wright. Wright, who had earned a bachelor’s in history, was among the 
first Bible scholars to dig deeper into the historical context of the New 
Testament to gain a greater understanding of the Scriptures. For Wright, it was 
not just enough to read what writers like Paul and the authors of the gospels 
wrote. He wanted to understand the “why?” and by the popularity of his 
writings, so did others! 
 

This drive to understand the context of the New Testament has truly been 
behind the last six months of sermon series. While the setting of the book of 
Jeremiah truly connected with our own experience of exile in the pandemic, it 
also offered us a greater understanding of the prophetic hopes of the Jews 
which Jesus fulfilled. This, then, offered us the start of a different foundation 
upon which to read the Gospels, specifically the book of Matthew which was 
written for a Jewish audience. 
 

I do not know about you, but I truly enjoy understanding the context of what I 
am reading. With a greater appreciation of the traditions, culture, and history of 
Jesus’ own people (the Jews) passages which we have long thought we 
understood can be seen in new light! Offering us challenges to our faith and to 
our life. 
 

As we enter summer, we are going to begin a new phase in this exploratory 
journey of the New Testament with a series I am calling “The Gospel from 
Every Angle.” Over the course of the summer, we will look at three different 
narratives. Two of these narratives will be found in each of the synoptic gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and one of the narratives will be found in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke AND John. As we have learned in this series, the writers of the 
gospels wrote in very specific contexts and with very specific purposes. As I 
hope we have come to see, this does not take away from the impact of our 
Lord’s story! If anything, it becomes evidence of how God continues to move so 
powerfully across time and space to fulfill His purposes. 



It is my hope as we explore these “stories” from these different “angles” that we 
will grow in our understanding of our Lord and His mission; as well as our own 
history as His followers! So, mark your calendars for June 20-August 29 as we 
explore “The Gospel from Every Angle.” God Bless. 
  

~Rev. Lara Escoffre 

  

FROM THE DESK OF KAREN BOUCHER 
  

Are you Ready?  

Ok, what I want you to do before you read this is sit down. Really, I’m serious 
because what I’m about to tell you – well you just might fall over. 
Ready???…….Tyler Steib is in Drivers’ Ed and Lola Heise has joined the Youth 
Group! That’s right Tyler is 16 and driving, and Lola will be headed to sixth 
grade and can now enjoy the activities and fellowship events as a member of 
our youth group. Breathe…. Now I’ve only been here at FBC for 2.5 years, but 
this even shocks me. I’m also very excited for them, for what it means to 
grow and mature in daily life and also spiritual life. 

The youth have continued to meet, for many months now, every Wednesday 
night for our ZOOM meeting. During this time, we review their week, offer a 
class time, then review everyone’s prayer needs and end our time in prayer. 
The theme we are working on now is “Life of Christ” and so far, we have 
covered his birth in Bethlehem, and visited Nazareth Village seeing how Jesus 
lived as a boy. We will then cover his time up to being baptized, the 
temptations, and his ministry. I’m using Appian Media which I’m finding to be 
a very good way of teaching our youth. This series visits the different sites in 
Jerusalem and we then have a discussion. Sometimes, I toss in a quiz to add 
to the learning experience, granted they aren’t crazy about those. 

As far as our events, and now as the weather is warmer, we are able to have 
outdoor fellowship events. Our next three events include a pool party at the 
Caldwell’s (5/23), a time with Allen Ross to shoot off the water rockets he 
built himself (6/13), and a cookout and campfire with volleyball and a hike at 
my home (6/27). And there are three youth already signed up and ready to go 
to Camp Lake Louise/Higher Ground this July. Let’s pray together that the 
camp will remain open this summer as the kids really missed going last year. 
This is an important part of their spiritual growth along with meeting new 
friends and enjoying the outdoors. 

I would also ask you to continue to pray for our next youth pastor, may this 
person be especially picked by God to come and be with the most amazing 
youth!    

Serving together, Karen Boucher  



YOUTH SCHEDULE 

May – June – July 
  

Hello everyone, here is the latest youth schedule. I’ve scheduled several 
outdoor events except the pool party as the Caldwell’s have an indoor pool. 
Both Patrick and Jen Caldwell are fully vaccinated, along with Allen and myself. 
  

May 23 - POOL PARTY at the CALDWELLS 

We will gather at the Caldwell’s at noon time – where we will enjoy hot dogs, 
snacks, and a great time of fellowship in their indoor pool. Youth will only need 
to bring their suits, towels, and a life jacket (if needed) as the pool does get to 
6’. Parents will need to drop off and pick up at the Caldwell’s – 4605 Bristol 
Court. 
  

June 13 -  WATER ROCKETS with the Ross’ at Plymouth Park 

Allen has built a water rocket that he would love to share with our youth. If you 
are worshiping in person we will be able to transport to the park, or even walk. 
The area will be determined as we get closer to the date. The youth will need to 
bring their lunch where the hope is it will be a beautiful day to enjoy a picnic. By 
the way – Allen says the kids will get wet so maybe a towel will be necessary. 
Parents will need to pick up youth at the park at 2 p.m. 
  

June 27 – Cookout, Volleyball, and Hike at Karen’s house  
3607 N. Sadler Drive, Sanford 

We will gather right after church – at my home – for a campfire and cookout, 
yard games will be set up, along with a possible hike in the woods. We will 
gather from noon to 3 p.m. as it will take awhile for the cookout to get going, 
and I’m thinking a very competitive volleyball game. It’s also my birthday and I 
can’t see a better way than to spend it with the kids. 
  

July – week of the 11th – Camp Lake Louise 

I’ve talked with the director and he stated we could visit the camp and see the 
activities while at camp. I don’t have a specific day or time yet, but this is the 
week that Lilly, Claire and Ellason will be attending. I’ll have more information 
once the camp opens. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
  



 
  

 CONSIDER OUR SHUT-INS 
  

Joyce Phillips  989-832-2940 

40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640 
  

Ruthie O'Dell  989-259-7303 

Brookdale Assisted Living, 4004 Waldo Ave, Midland 48642 
  

Shirley Sevener  989-832-3010 

4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 
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